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Dear Fiber Friends-  

I've been picking, washing and dyeing fleeces today - 
enjoying the beautiful spring weather, and wishing you 
the same.  I've finally begun to weave with my hand-
spun yarn this year, and now it seems I want to design 
my own yarn...what will I think of next?  In creativity 
research, scientists refer to the three Bs—for the bath-
tub, the bed and the bus—as places where ideas have 
famously and suddenly emerged. But for me, it's the 3 Ds 
- the dyepot, the deck (where I sit and spin) and a drive 
through the countryside.

It's a joyful occasion whenever weavers, spinners, knit-
ters, felters and dyers get together to create...and our 
2013 Fiber Forum is destined to be the best yet!  Your 
Host Committee from the Piedmont Fiber Guild has 
been busy recruiting world-class teachers for your edu-
cation and enjoyment, and we're all pleased we'll return 
to the comfort and convenience of Arrowmont School of 
Craft in a little less than a year - on April 4-7.

Your Board is recruiting students from our regional 
colleges and universities to assist in workshops again in 
2013, planning an auction, you'll have a chance to strut 
your stuff in a lighthearted fashion show, and intro-
ducing custom-dyed yarns this year.  Please share this 
newsletter with your Guild and let your members know 
about Southeast Fiber Forum - our $5 lifetime member-
ship offers first chance at registration and is the way to 
get the class you want.  When your Guild joins for $25, 
you can publicize your meetings and workshops to the 
entire region on our website. 

Read on, and enjoy!
Love,
Judi Jetson,
Southeast Fiber Forum Chairman, 2011-2013

Joy
Your happiness is not a frivolous, 

expendable luxury. Joy is your soul’s 
purpose. Now here’s a reason to be 

grateful!
- Sarah Ban Breathnac

From the Editor:
Welcome to our first bi-monthly 

newsletter leading up to the 2013 Fiber 
Forum.  Our intent is to reach as many 
members as possible via electronic 
media.  So, if you know of fiber friends 
not a member of SFFA please pass this 
along to stir their interest.  More infor-
mation is later in this newsletter.

Walt Turpening
Board Member - Communication



Southeast Fiber Forum 2013 Teachers
Weaving 
 Diane Totten – Crimp & Create
 Jason Collingwood - 4 end block weaves + summer and winter
 Karen Donde – Turned Biederwand: One Threading, Multiple Structures
 Kathrin Weber – Thinking Outside the Blocks
 Liz Spear – Sewing Your Handwoven Fabric
 Susan Leveille – Small Looms With Big Results
 Walt Turpening – Weaving a Bench
Spinning 
 Kate Larson – Spinning (class topic & title to be determined)
 Paula Vester - Spinning 2.0: Let’s See What Else There is to Spin
Felting 
 Becky Walker – Rug In a Tub
 Vicki Bennett – Taking it to the Edge: Felted Vessels, Creative Edges
Knitting/Garment Fitting 
 Jane Prater – Perfect Fit, the Easy Way
Dyeing 
 Eileen Hallman – Natural Dyes on Cotton 

We are pleased to announce the teachers selected for the 2013 Fiber Forum.  Our host guild 
has been working with well known teachers of the fiber crafts and the list below shows their 
work.  There are 13 possible classes.  All are for the 2 1/2 days we will be meeting.

Between newsletters, please refer to the SFFA website for the most current updates concern-
ing the classes and teachers.  In upcoming newsletters, we will be profiling teachers and the classes 
they will be teaching to help you make your choices.

Southeast Fiber Forum Association
Bi-Annual Conference

April 4, 5, 6, 7, 2013

Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts
Gatlinburg, Tennessee

http://www.arrowmont.org/



SFFA Membership Update

During the past 21 years many of you have become members of SFFA.  Periodically we have 
tried to update our membership list with varying degrees of success.   In the past, we have sent out 
mailings to members using the postal service and late last year we sent out an e-mail enquiry to 
which many of you replied. Thank you for taking the time to help us.  

If you haven’t already done so, there is a link on our Webpage at http://sefiberforum.org/.  to 
allow you to update.  If you have updated since last November, please do not reply again unless 
there has been a further change in your address – snail or e-mail – or phone number.

Today, because of printing and mailing costs, we rely heavily on e-mail and on the Website.  In 
the early days of SFFA, e-mail use was not as common as it is today and we have a significant 
number of our members who have no listed e-mails.  We would be very appreciative, if you would 
talk to other members of your Guild and ask them if they belong to SFFA and suggest they should 
check our Website so that they too can update their membership.  If they are not members, please 
tell them about us and about the great line-up of instructors we have for SFFA 2013.

Maurice Blackburn
Membership Sub-Committee Chair

 SFFA Website Update
With the Fiber Forum taking place every two years, there has always been the possibility that 

we lose contact with our members between these biennial events.  The SFFA Board has decided 
that we need to do a better job of staying in touch using the Website and e-mail.

First of all, please let me remind you that our Website is at http://sefiberforum.org/

 In April Deanna Jannuzzi started a blog and by the time you read this the May blog will al-
ready have been published.  It’s our plan to publish one every month between now and SFFA2013.   
We also plan to publish regular Newsletters like the one you are now reading.  

I have recently posted an editable Events Calendar on the SFFA Website and it’s our hope 
that members will add fiber related events to the calendar so we all can see what is happening 
throughout the region.  If you left click on a specific day a window will open (this window can 
be made larger or smaller by clicking on the “+” or “-“ icon  6th from left at the top of the page).  
You can then type in your event details .  Please limit the size of your entry and link it to a web-
site by selecting (highlighting) the text.  When you do this, the link icon at the bottom of the page 
becomes visible and clicking on this opens a window to allow you to insert the URL of your Web-
page.

When someone adds an entry to the calendar, I receive a message telling me that a change has 
been made.  I may edit the entry to allow as many events as possible to show in the calendar as 
it first opens up.  I will also remove anything that I think is inappropriate.   Let’s see how this 
works.  If we run into a problem I believe I can change it to give access only to members by using 
a password, but I would prefer not to do that if possible.

One of the things I have found out is that although a web page looks fine on my computer it 
doesn’t always look correct on other computers.  The only way I can learn about this is if you tell 
me   so, if you have any questions, criticisms or any comments about the Website please contact me 
at Webster@sefiberforum.org

Maurice Blackburn
Webmaster



Southeast Fiber Forum Association
2011-2013 Board of Directors

Chairman: Judi Jetson
 judi1jetson@gmail.com

Treasurer: Susan Boykin
 susanweaver@charter.net

Secretary: Dee Medley
 dibleynrose@gmail.com

Member: Elaine Olinger (school outreach)
 elaine_olinger@yahoo.com

Member: Mary Marcia Stansbury (publicity)
 salsburystonytop@yahoo.com

Member: Walt Turpening (communication)
 walt.turpening@att.net

2013 Conference Chair: Jan Smiley
 fiberforum2013chair@gmail.com

Past Chairman: Marjorie Warren
 1mwarren@bellsouth.net

Webmaster / Membership Sub-Committee Chair: Maurice Blackburn
webster@sefiberforum.org

SFFA Scholarships 2013
Once again SFFA will be awarding 10 student scholarships for Fiber Forum 2013. Recipients 

will be chosen from students pursuing Fiber Arts programs in college and university settings. For 
information regarding application for the scholarships go to SFFA website.

Elaine Olinger


